| SI{\eilu McGregor digs out .
some fasts on fluorspdr’,

_ for 'wh'i;:h the
Government ;re giving @ i§
£42,000 research grant [

YESTERDAY, the
Government
a npominstie d 8
£42.000 grant for
research into the
uses of  fluorspar
and suddenly an un-
known industry is
in the news. ‘

The mining of fluop.
spar s a thriving busi?
ness right on Sheffield's
doorstep but the first

walls, vases, ormlmm

reaction of the average |

city dweller is to ask
What is it?”
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Fluorspar is a mineral
widely used in the steel

times, left it lying i

1§ |

Jn dumps, ;
In the middle of th
century it  began 1§
mined in:. what Are
known as: the Rius {
mines in Treak It
Castleton. ;

Other mines I8 Kt
up in the north of Kng
in Derbyshire, Duth
North Yorkshire.
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fluorine chemistry.

There are large deposits
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DECORATIVE

Fluorspar is a mineral
widely used in the steel
industry, It is also a
basic raw material for
fluorine chemistry.

There are large deposits
in Derbyshire, particularly
in the Eyam, Hope and Ash-
pVer areas.

Fluorspar has been known
for centuries. The Romans
knew it but they tossed it
aside as being unimportant.

They dug it out of the
Blue John mines and the
lead mines, but apart from
using it to make a few
utensils, had little opinion
of its value.

Both they, and lead-
miners until quite recent
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economic importan
happened after it w
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used today by the
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TRIBUT!

Today, althoug'
important

century mechanisatio
one man private en .

In Derbyshire
some from open

like the Glehe M}._'
pany’s five mile
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But the Romans weren't
particular ‘where they left
their dumps. FErom time to
t 1 m e enterprising  in:
dividuals stumble on these.
They burrow for fluorspar
“and sell it to the processing
mills.

In Derbyshlre there are a

fair = number of these
private operators, or
' fributers, as they are

known, working within a
12 mlles radiug of Byam

Some find it proﬁfable to

wark in organised groups .

of ten or 20 men who band
together with their own
lorrms and excavators.

Sometimes the operator
is| snnply oue man wzth a
]shove

CHOICE

A number of  these
- Roman dumps are in farm
‘fields.  The fluorspar @ is
dug out by farmers levell-
ing their ground and some
of them look on it as a use-
ful source of pin money.

‘The lone man with a
shmfel is the amateur,

The real profegsionals: are

the"ﬂuurspar miners.
| the early years of the

ﬂuors'ar was a happy

ol 3 1ee 'had been ‘between
ag"rlcultural Work a’nd
quarrymg

Some have' lef_t Y the

‘.‘;tjuarr_ies to do this type of
Qthers leit’ the

‘mining.
land j

FOREMOST

Then' work is hard but

is low.

Lcmgstone Edge which has
“ one of the largest deposits
| in Bmtain.

of taking snuff, " Dust is a

institution which they share

‘ the new importance

-'plant near Eyam where the ﬂuorbpar —

. when they have Ieft; the

mine they enjoy a country-
man’s life. :

In the local, in the even-
ings they are know!edgeahle
on the news of the country-
side. They have their own
cricket teams and have an
impressive list of fixtures
with clubs in Sheffield and
the surrounding country-

side,
SNUFF

If anything distinguishes
them frem . their  fellow
villagers, it' is their habit

nuisance .in the Fluorspar
mines, Taxed with sniffing
up more dust they grin and
tell you  “one dust chases
out t'other.” !

They have  one unique

R‘MSHMA,.:%
t'the Glebe

with other mineral ‘miners.
This is the Barmote Court.

It was set.up in the old
days when @ the ‘mineral

- miners made their own laws

to govern disputes in their
industry. Its powers | are
much weaker nowadays, but
there is less need for a lot
of the bld authority.

The fluorspar miners are

tolerant, good Shumoured and
fnendly men. ;

i the Government's
research grant ]eads 1o
important new  uses for.
fluorspar, they will not be

 afraid of working even
harder provide the
country thh ithis  ‘most

valuable, but 11tt1e-heard of,
mineral,

BACKGROUND TO THE NEWS

.Conferring

about our

coloured workers
By OUR LONDON STAFF

SENIOR representa-
tives of British firms,
and other industrial
experts are holding a

two-day conference in

London to diseuss some

“of the problems in the'

employment of coloured
workers in Britain.

They have gathered
from | all fover fathe
country — Mr. F. K.
Girling, of the depart-
ment of sociological -

studies, Sheffield Univer-
B is one
del eg tag - on-.j‘ the
‘ mmatiw of the: indus=:

of. ithe

trial welfare society,

An official of the society
told me: “This is the first
conference on the subject
that we have held, and as
far as 1 know it is the first
ever held in this country.

“We are alive to all new
legislation and we decided
to run this conference in
view of the Immigration

UMt

wealth cmzens of the United

Kingdom is governed by new

legislation taking effect from

July 1. Visitors and students

may still freely enter, but if

someone from the Cammon-

wealth wants to come to work

for an.employer, heé must ob-
tain a voucher from  the

British Ministry of Labeur'.

Vouchers

This  requirement

also! to  professional people

apphea-

coming for employment; but |
not to businessmen of self-_ ‘

employed per 5018,

Vouchers are issued - to
people who have definite jobs
{0 tome to, to those wha have |

nalifications or skills of par-
eaf Brital

[

from time to tiur
who want to come 2
for work. !

tns nm)ossmle 0 deny
that, but for the \agitation
against coloured immigrants,
this legislation would not haye
heen introduced, As there is
no official colour bar in this
country, the legislation has to
apply to all Commonwealth
citizens, | both | white and
coloured.

Bill, but the conference is |
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But the Romans - weren't

- particular where they left

‘their dumps. FErom time to
tim e enterprising  in-
dividuals stumble on these.
They burrow for ﬂuorspar
‘and sell it to the processing
mills.

In Derbyshire there are a
fair’ '« number @ of @ these
private operators, or
tributers, as they are
known,
12-miles radius of Eyam.
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Some find it profitable to

work in organised  groups
of ten or 20 men who band
together with their own
lorries and excavators,

Sometimes  the operator
is e:mply one man with a
Iahove.

CHOICE

A" number of these

. Roman dumps are in farm

fields. The fluorspar is
dug out by farmers levell-
ing their ground and some
of them look on it as a use-
ful source of pin money.

The  lone man ' with @ a

'shovel is the amateur,

The real professionals are

the fluorspar mmers
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Their work is hard but
the accident rate is low.
The work is cleaner than
in the coal mines and they

Others left the

are. spared the menace of

gas.

They are mnot, like the
c¢oal miners, a community
apart with their own tradi-
tions.

They are first and fore-
ost  countrymen  and

working, within a :

ImnanTseerrres

In the local, in the even-
ings they are knowledgeable
on the news of the country-
side, They have their own
cricket teams and have an
impressive list of fixtures
with clubs in Sheffield and
the surrounding country-

side,
SNUFF

If anything distinguishes
them from their fellow

'villagers, it' is their habit"

of taking snuff. ~ Dust is a
nuisance in the Fluorspar
mines. Taxed with sniffing
up more dust they grin and
tell you “one dust chases
out t'other,”

. They have one unique
institution which they share

BOB DALE—Mining for more

than 25 years,
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‘miners made their own laws

to govern disputes in their
industry. Its powers , are
much weaker nowadays, but
there is less meed for a lot
of the old authority.

The fluorspar miners are

. afraid ' of
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‘research  grant leads to

important new  uses for
fluorspar, they will mot be
working ' even
harder to prowde the
country with this most
valuable, but 11ttle-heard of,
mineral.

_ BACKGROUND TO THE NEWS

.Conferring about our

coloured workers
By OUR LONDON STAFF

SENIOR representa-
tives of British firms,
and other industrial
experts are holding a
two-day conference in
London to discuss some

of the problems in the'

employment of coloured
workers in Britain.

They have gathered
from @ all !over
country — Mr. F. KL
1Girling, of the depart-
ment  of
studies, Sheffield Univer-
sity, 1$ one of the
del eg 108, e com ) L the

Cindtiative jof 'th& Intduse

trial welfare society.

An official of the society
told me: “This is the first
conference on the subject
that we have held, and as
far as I know it is the first
ever held in this country.

“We are alive to all new
legislation and we decided
to run this conference in
view of the Immigration
Bill, but the conference is
designed to cover a wide
range of ‘topics beyond
recruitment and induction.
We are the catalyst.”

Lively

The conference continues
today, but it has produced
lively views.
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T/'ouchers

This . requircment  applies
also to  vrofessional  peeplo
coming for employment. buf
not to, husinessmen or scf
employed persons.

Vouchers are  Issued tn\
people who have definite jobs
to tome to, to those who have
q{nullf'lcatlons or skills of par-
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from time to Liie, to ' é%“‘f
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for work. { !
It is impossible to deny
that, bhut for the agitation
against coloured immigrants,
this legislation would not have
bheen introduced. As there 1s
no official colour bar in this
country, the legislation has to
apply to all Commonwealth
citizens, both  white ' and
coloured.
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